The  Cast  I e, 

BARNSTAPLE. 
July,  1954. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Miss  Howard  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1953. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN, 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 


M.O.H. , Barnstaple 
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LIST  OF  STAFF. 


The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of 


PART-TIME  OFFICER 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WHOLE-TIME  OFFICERS 

W.  RODGERS,  M.S. I.A.  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

F.  V.  PYE,  M.S. I.A.  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 


Miss  E.  M.  FENNELL 


Clerk 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2,396 

Population  (Registrar-General  *s  Mid- 

-Year  Estimate) 

* m • 

16,090 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 

« • • 

4,535 

Rateable  Value  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

£122,420 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

* • • 

£483 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS,  Legitimate 

143 

108 

251 

1 1 legitimate 

5 

5 

10 

BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

Males 

• • • 

Females 

16.22 

STILL  BIRTHS,  Legitimate 

1 

3 ] T * 1 

, Total 

4 

1 1 legitimate 

— 

- ) 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 

15.  1 

Males 

Females 

Total 

DEATHS 

132 

182 

314 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

• • • 

• • • 

19.51 

The  Table  appended  shows  the  comparative 

figures  for  Barnstaple, 

and 

England  and  Wales. 

The  Local  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  shown  corrected  by  the  Area 
Comparabi I Ity  Factors. 


l 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

...  . ■ - ■■  ■ ■ T 

i 

Infant  Mortality  per 
1,000  live  births 

Ljye  j Still 
1 Births  ! Births 

1 | 

Deaths 
under 
l year 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  & 
Enteritis 
under  2 years. 

1 

Barnstaple  16.05|  0.24 

England  <5  Wales  ! 15.5  i 0.35 

! I 

1-  , - ,.L  

15.41 

11.4 

1 1 *49 

26.8 

0 

1.1 

NOTE:-  The  number  of  deaths  recorded  above  includes  all  deaths  occurring  at  the 


Alexandra  Hospital,  whereas  of  these,  82  were  chronic  sick  patients 
(occupying  Part  III  Accommodation)  whose  home  addresses  were  actually 
outside  the  Borough.  The  total  local  deaths  was,  therefore,  232,. 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  14.41  per  thousand  population,  or  11.38 
corrected. 
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DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 

YEAR. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 ) 

3 

1 1 legitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

- ) 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

0 ) 

0 

1 1 1 egi timate 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

0 ) 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

I ive  births 

• M 

• • • 

• • • 

11.49 

LOCAL  DEATHS  OVER  65  YEARS. 

65 

- 69  ... 

32 

85 

- 89  ... 

31 

70 

- 74  ... 

54 

90 

- 94  ... 

20 

75 

- 79  ... 

69 

95 

plus  ... 

2 

80 

- 84 

46 

Total  ... 

254 

POLIOMYELITIS. 

During  the  year  ! case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic)  occurred  in  the 

Borough. 

METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 

I am  obliged  to  the  Barnstaple  Meteorological  Station  at  the  North  Devon 
Athenaeum  for  the  following  information 

BAROMETER  Highest  reading  30.8  ins.  Lowest  reading  28.6  ins. 

TEMPERATURE  Maximum  80  on  2nd  Jul^.  Minimum  22  on  5th  January. 

Mean  for  the  year  50.3  . 

28.91  Ins.  Average  for  preceding  10  years  34,6  Ins. 

Nunfcer  of  days  on  which  .01  ins.  or  more  of  rain  fell,  150. 


RAINFALL 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  two  following  tables  show  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease..  Sexes  are  separated.  Pulmonary  and 
Non-pulmonary  are  also  differentiated. 


NEW 

CASES 

Age  rerioas 

Respiratory 

j Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i 

- 5 

l 

5 

- 10 

I 

10 

- 15 

1 

15 

- 20 

1 

1 

20 

- 25 

25 

- 35 

2 

35 

- 45 

j 

45 

- 55 

1 

1 

55 

- 65 

| 

65 

and  over 

1 

l 

Totals 

5 

3 

j 

1 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory  i 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

1 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

i 

. 

i 

i 

1 

- 5 

i 

i 

5 

- 10 

i 

10 

- 15 

15 

- 20 

20 

- 25 

25 

- 35 

35 

- 45 

1 

45 

_ 55 

55 

- 65 

65 

and  over 

i 

Totals 

1 

i 

0 

i 

0 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
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Age  Groups 

Under  1 year 

1 + 

2 + 

3 + 

4 + 

5 to  9 years 
10  to  14  years 
15  to  19  years 
20  to  34  years 
35  to  44  years 
45  to  64  years 
65  years  <£  over 
Age  Unknown 

TOTAL 

~o 

t. 
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X5 

m 
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SCARLET  FEVER  : I case  diagnosed  at  local  School  from  Barnstaple  Rural  District 

7 cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital,  Bideford. 

4 cases  isolated  In  own  homes. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


i M. 

F. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ... 

l 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Other  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Measles  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

0 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ... 

4 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ...  ... 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ... 

0 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ... 

0 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ... 

15 

12 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Diabetes  ...  ... 

0 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  ... 

13 

22 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

17 

22 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

3 

2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

38 

76 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ... 

4 

7 

Influenza  ...  ... 

0 

2 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

6 

3 

Bronchitis  ...  ... 

6 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

l 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ... 

0 

I 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  ... 

I 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

0 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ... 

2 

0 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ... 

I 

0 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases  ... 

8 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ....  ... 

2 

0 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ... 

5 

2 

Suicide 

2 

0 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War  ...  ... 

0 

0 

A I 1 Causes  ... 

| 

132 

182 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Hawley  Sanatorium,  situated  In  the  Borough,  has  28  beds. 

MATERNITY  CASES. 

The  Devon  County  Council  continue  to  act  as  they  did  in  1947,  as  Agents  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  until  the  Board  has  completed  Its  own  plans  for  the 
treatment  of  Maternity  cases. 

At  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  there  is  a ward  of  .12  beds,  with  a fully 
qualified  staff  available  for  cases  of  doubt  or  difficulty. 

At  Bicclescombe  Maternity  Home,  Ilfracombe,  there  are  10  Maternity  and  4 
Ante-natal  beds. 

There  are  4 beds  at  Braunton  Nursing  Home. 

NOTE.  During  1953,  8 Barnstaple  births  took  place  at  Ilfracombe,  and  3 at 

Braunton. 

A General  Practitioners*  Maternity  Unit  of  13  beds  Is  situated  at  "Highfield," 
Victoria  Road,  Barnstaple. 

ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  Is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Isolation  Hospital  at  Bideford,  which  serves 
Barnstaple  as  well  as  other  Local  Authorities  in  North  Devon.  A separate  block  for 
early  T.B.  cases  from  North  Devon  Is  also  maintained  at  this  Hospital. 

SMALL-POX. 

The  Small-Pox  Hospital  to  which  any  cases  of  Small-Pox  will  be  sent  Is  Upton 
Pine  Hospital,  near  Exeter. 

Special  ambulance  transport  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Whlpton,  Exeter,  Telephone  67158. 

DISINFECTION. 

Proposed  extension  to  the  Cattle  Market  will  mean  the  loss  of  the  Steam 
Disinfection  Chamber  housed  there.  By  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Committee,  the  steam  disinfection  apparatus  at  Bicclescombe  Park  Maternity  Home, 
Ilfracombe,  will  be  available  if  required. 

GENERAL. 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary,  situated  in  Barnstaple,  serves  the  area,  and 
provides  modern  Medical  and  Surgical  treatment  for  the  residents  of  the  district. 

Wards  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital  are  now  set  aside  as  an  Annexe  to  the  North 
Devon  Infirmary,  and  post-operative  and  recovery  patients  are  transferred  there  as  soon 
as  possible. 
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There  are  123  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  at  the  Alexandra  Hospital  In 

Barnstaple. 

At  Braunton  Nursing  Home  there  are  4 beds  for  sick  persons. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  main  Laboratory  in  situated  at  7 Dix's  Field,  Exeter,  and  Dr.  B. 

Moore  Is  the  Director.  It  is  completely  Installed  with  the  necessary  equipment  for 
bacteriological  examinations  of  all  kinds.  Its  diagnostic  and  consultative  services 
are  available  for  all  patients.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  drinking  water  and 
milk  are  also  carried  out. 

There  is  also  a Pathological  Laboratory  now  open  at  the  former  Barnstaple 
and  North  Devon  Dispensary  building,  with  a full-time  Pathologist  and  Technical 
Staff  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  whole  North  Devon  Area. 

The  Blood  Bank  has  been  transferred  to  this  Laboratory  from  the 
North  Devon  Infirmary. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

V.D,  Clinic.  This  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 

Sessions  - 

Females.  Mondays,  4 p.m.  Males.  Mondays,  5*15  p.m. 

Thursdays,  4.30  p.m.  Thursdays,  5.45  p.m. 


Sessions  - 


Chest  Clinic  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 


Tuesdays 

Thursdays 

Fridays 


9 a.m.  - I p.m. 

2 p.m.  - 4 p.m. 

9 a.m.  - I p.m. 

2 p.m*  — 4.30  p*m. 

9 a.m.  - | p.m,  ) 

2 p.m.  - 4p,m,  ) 


) 

) 

) 

) 


Clinic  and  X-Ray 
Examinations 


A.P.  refills 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

Under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Local 
Health  Authority  (I.e.,  the  Devon  County  Council),  is  responsible  for  the  provision 
of  an  Ambulance  Service,  and  the  Devon  Health  Committee  have  arranged  for  this  to 
be  provided  through  the  agency  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  The 
Brigade  serves  the  Borough  and  the  district  around,  and  ihe  Head  Quarters  are  in 
Commercial  Road,  Barnstaple, 

The  staff  consists  of  3 paid  members,  (full  time)  20  men  volunteers  and 
14  volunteer  nurses. 


The  Hospital  Car  Service,  also  under  the  Devon  County  Council,  is  available 
upon  application  to  the  Hospital,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  Is  empowered  to  hire  cars 
in  urgent  cases  when  the  Ambulance  is  not  necessary. 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

There  are  2 District  Midwives,  2 District  General  Nurses,  and  l Health 
Visitor  practising  in  the  Borough. 

HOME  HELPS  SCHEME. 

This  Scheme  was  started  in  March,  1949,  and  Is  run  by  the  W.V.S.  for  the 
Devon  County  Council.  It  covers  Barnstaple  Borough  and  Rural  Areas,  wherever 
transport  is  available,  and  the  Scheme  is  directed  by  Mrs.  M.  Hughes. 

There  are  now  46  Home  Helps,  and  288  cases  were  dealt  with  in  1953,  as 
compared  with  44  Home  Helps  and  267  cases  in  1952. 

Any  case  recommended  by  a Doctor,  Health  Visitor,  or  District  Nurse, 

Is  entitled  to  a Home  Help.  The  Home  Helps  do  any  work  in  the  house  normally 
done  by  the  Housewife. 

Home  Helps  are  now  looking  after  26  aged  people,  who  are  living  by 
themselves  and  would  otherwise  have  to  go  to  Hospital. 

During  the  year  1953  Home  Helps  rendered  assistance  in  the  homes  of  20 
maternity  cases. 

Six  blind  people  also  received  assistance  from  the  Service. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

Immunization  carried  out  during  1953  was  as  follows:- 
Number  of  children  who  received  a course  of 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  ...  278 

Number  of  children  who  received  a Reinforcing 

Injection  ...  ...  ...  427 

NOTE:-  FOR  THE  EIGHTH  CONSECUTIVE  YEAR  NO  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  WERE  NOTIFIED. 


VACCINATION. 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  ■ 198 

1-4  5-14 

32  20 


Under  I year 
91 


15  and  over 
55 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


Public  Health  Department, 
The  Castle, 

Barnstaple, 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple, 


July,  1954, 


Mr,  Mayor,  Miss  Howard  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Report  on  the  work  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the 

year  1953, 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Department  in  1953, 

QuI  te  the  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  extra  work  thrust  upon 
the  Department  by  an  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  North  Devon  in  August,  when 
the  Public  Abattoir  was  used  for  three  weeks  on  a scale  quite  unprecedented  owing  to 
the  restriction  on  the  movement  of  live  cattle  from  the  affected  area.  The  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  in  this  period  included  868  cattle,  and  1,460  pigs,  sufficient 
to  meet  the  yearly  need  of  a community  of  10,000  persons. 


The  main  duties  of  the  Department  are  referred  to  under  the  following 

headings  :- 

(i)  HOUSING  ACTS  & PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  : 

421  premises  were  visited,  and  472  re-visits  made  as  a result  of 
action  taken. 

No  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year,  but  2 were  voluntarily 
closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  when  vacated. 

It  is  expected  that  new  legislation  will  shortly  enable  local 
authorities  to  exercise  wider  powers  In  their  duty  to  Improve  housing  standards, 
both  by  the  demolition  of  hopelessly  unfit  houses,  and  the  improvement  of  substantial 
but  sub-standard  dwellings. 

The  total  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year  was 

By  Local  Authority  60 

By  Private  Enterprise  28 
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(ii)  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  : 

The  period  under  review  Is  the  year  ending  March  3 1st,  1954,  and  In  this 
time  12,600  miles  were  travelled  by  refuse  collection  vehicles,  and  approximately 
5,600  tons  of  refuse  collected.  This  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  amount  expected 
from  a population  of  16,000,  and  it  is  suggested  that  far  more  refuse  could  be  burned 
by  householders,  and  also  that  garden  refuse  is  too  commonly  put  out  for  collection. 

In  November,  1953,  a new  Karrfer  "Bantam"  Refuse  Collection  Vehicle  was 
put  into  service,  the  older  vehicle  it  replaced  being  retained  for  collections  from 
the  narrower  streets  of  the  Borough, 

For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  controlled  tipping  continued  on  the 
sites  at  Raleigh,  but  in  early  March  operations  began  on  a site  adjoining  the 
Seven  Brethren's  Bank,  to  which  area  we  are  committed  for  several  years  to  come, 

I wish,  again,  to  thank  all  who  are  engaged  in  this  essential  but 
unsavoury  service,  for  their  work  done  during  the  yea r,  especially  for  thair  special 
exertions  at  times  of  public  holidays,  when  two  days'  collection  are  often  done  in 
one  day  to  ensure  the  regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse. 


(iii)  SALVAGE  : 

This  continued  on  a modified  scale,  being  chiefly  paper  collected  from 
business  premises;  the  prices  paid  for  salvage  remained  low,  and  did  not  justify 
the  employment  of  a full-time  man  on  baling  of  paper. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  materials  salvaged,  together 
with  their  value 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

• • • 

38 

7 

3 

0 

197.  14. 

6. 

Books  & Magazines 

4 

0 

0 

24.  15. 

0. 

Cardboard  Cartons 

• • • 

1 

8 

1. 

6. 

Rags 

1 

9 

8. 

6. 

Steel  Scrap 

• • • 

12 

6. 

43 

7 

2 

1 £ 223.  0.  0. 

£12,665 


Since  1939  1,832  tons  of  Salvage  have  been  collected,  value 
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(iv)  MEAT  INSPECTION  : 

1953  was  destined  to  be  the  last  complete  year  of  Government-control  over 
livestock  and  slaughtering#  and  there  was  again  an  increase  In  the  work  done  at 
the  Public  Abattoir;  more  than  one  third  of  all  visits  made  by  your  Inspectors 
were  on  this  important  duty. 

Every  carcase  and  its  organs  were  inspected#  once  thought  to  be  an  ideal 
impossible  to  achieve#  and  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  end  of  control  may 
considerably  reduce  this  guarantee  as  slaughtering  Is  de-central  I sed. 

26,965  Food  Animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  Public 
Abattoir  as  follows;- 


Cows 

Heifers 

Steers  <5 
Bulls 

Calves  Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats 

1,204 

1,246 

1,075 

3,773  13,499 

(7  home 
consump- 
tion) 

6,164 
(44  home 
consump- 
tion) 

4 

(4  home 
consump- 
tion) 

In  addition  the  following  were  brought  in  dressed  for  Inspection  - 


Beasts#  3.  Calves,  2. 

Sheep# 

239.  Pigs 

, 50. 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

I bs 

Meat  condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 

59 

II 

I 

21 

of  which 

26 

2 

1 

26 

came  from  "Casualty"  carcases. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  Include  the  following  :- 

Beasts#  115.  Calves#  104.  Sheep#  203.  Pigs#  41. 

9 Licences  were  issued  to  Slaughtermen. 
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The  following  table  Is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry,  for 
Annual  Reports 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

— 

Cows 

Ca 1 ves 

' Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

2,321 

1,204 

3,773 

13,499 

6,164 

, , brought  in  dressed 

3 

2 

239 

50 

Number  inspected  ... 

2,321 

1,207 

3,775 

13,738 

6,214 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

14 

53 

104 

203 

33 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,066 

753 

29 

2,090 

407 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  ... 

46  .556 

66.856 

3.556 

16.796 

7.196 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

22 

26 

Nil 

Ni  1 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemnedcondemned 

141 

180 

2 

Nil 

271 

Percentage  of  the  number 
Inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ... 

7.056 

17.156 

.0556 

Nil 

4.556 
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There  was  a further  decline  in  the  percentage  of  animals  found  to  be 
tuberculous  in  any  degree.  In  cows  the  percentage  was  17,1%  against  17,7%  for  the 
previous  year. 

All  cases  of  Generalised  Tuberculosis  In  bovines  were  again  notified 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  whose  Veterinary  Inspectors  visit 
the  herds  in  question  and  test  for  other  affected  animals. 

Examinations  for  Cysticerous  Bovis  (the  embryo  form  of  a tapeworm 
infesting  man)  continued,  and  26  cases  were  found  - an  Increase  of  14  on  the  previous 
year.  The  incidence  of  Infection  was  ,73%  against  ,38%  in  1952. 

Much  valuable  assistance  Is  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  Veterinary  Laboratory  at  Starcross,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Exeter,  and  the  local  Pathological  Laboratory,  in  examination  of  specimens  and 
confirmation  of  the  rarer  diseases. 

(v)  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  : 

The  Devon  County  Council  is  the  Food  <5  Drugs  Authority,  but  the 
sampling  provisions  are  exercised  locally  In  cases  of  emergency  or  special 
interest.  The  7 samples  listed  below  were  - apart  from  the  water  samples  - 
of  this  type,  and  were  taken  as  preventive  measures  against  possible 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 
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Articles 

No.  of 
samples 

Results  of  Examination 

WATER  (Mains  supply) 

2 

(a)  Class  1 ) of  the  Ministry  of 

(b)  Class  II)  Health's  classification 

for  piped  supplies. 

WATER  (Well  supply) 

2 

(a)  Col  i form  Bacilli  count  ■»  1,600  per 

100  ml. 

"This  sample  shows  evidence  of 
gross  pollution,  and  is  quite 
unfit  for  drinking  in  the  raw 
state." 

(b)  Col i form  Bacilli  count  - more  than 

1,800  per  100  ml. 

"This  sample  shows  evidence  of 
gross  pollution,  and  is  quite 
unfit  for  drinking  in  the  raw 
state." 

MEAT  PIE  (Pork) 

1 

"Only  a number  of  aerobic  spore- 
bearers.  No  pathogenic  organisms 

found  on  a variety  of  media. 

Verdant  appearance  due  to  old  age." 

MUSSELS 

l 

"Number  of  faecal  coli  present  per  mi. 
of  mussel  flesh  - more  than  15. 
Interpretation  according  to  the 
Fishmongers'  Company  Standards  ■ 

Unsat ! sf actory • " 

SWEETMEATS 

l 

"No  evidence  of  the  presence  of  any 
harmful  or  unwholesome  substances  in 
the  sweetmeats.  The  dyestuffs  with 
which  the  sweetmeats  are  coloured 
are  acid  dyestuffs  of  the  type 
commonly  used  for  the  colouring  of 
oonfectionery  and  food." 
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ICE  CREAM. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  68  premises  registered  for  the  sale 
of  Ice  Cream,  supplied  by  5 Producers.  44  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  42  were  satisfactory  ( 33  Grade  I, 
and  9 Grade  II);  2 were  unsatisfactory  (Grade  III).  No  samples  fell  into 
Grade  IV  (very  bad). 

The  results  of  samples  are  tabulated  be  low: - 


Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Grade 

Total 

Producer 

1 

11 

III 

IV 

No.  1 

8 

2 

l 

- 

II 

2 

9 

2 

- 

- 

1 1 

3 

8 

2 

1 

— 

11 

4 

6 

2 

- 

- 

8 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

33  9 2 44 


It  will  be  seen  that  ail  producers  satisfied  the  Ministry 
recommendation  that,  over  a period,  50%  of  all  samples  should  be  Grade  I, 
and  none  in  Grade  IV. 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

2,142  visits  were  made  to  such  premises,  and  conditions  are  generally  highly 
satisfactory.  More  traders  are  making  use  of  refrigeration  and  the  screening  of  food 
from  possible  contamination. 

Food  Inspected  and  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as 
listed  below 


TINNED  FOOD 


Meat 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

243 

tins 

Fish 

• • • 

0 0 0 

00  0 

27 

II 

Fruit 

• • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1,621 

II 

Fruit  Juice 

0-0  • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 

II 

Vegetables 

♦ • • 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

113 

II 

Preserves 

00  0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

25 

II 

Milk 

0 0 0 

0-  0 0 

47 

II 

Soups 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

17 

tl 

Various 

• • • 

0 00 

0 0 0 

11 

II 

2,108 

tins 

Weight 

3,174 

tbs. 

OTHER 

Ibs. 

ozs. 

Beef  (From  Butchers' 

Shops) 

1,130. 

0 

Veal  " " 

ft 

II. 

0 

Mutton  " ” 

II 

73. 

.6 

Pork  " " 

u 

220* 

4 

Fish  ... 

• • 

668. 

0 

Fish  Cakes 

• • 

• • • 

12 

Fowls  (3) 

• • 

• • • 

12. 

0 

Meat  (opened  tins,  etc.) 

• • • 

41. 

8 

Sausages 

• • 

0 0 0 

152. 

0 

Faggots 

• • 

0 0 0 

15. 

0 

Pork  Pies 

• • 

0 0 0 

3. 

0 

Bacon 

• • 

0 0 0 

13. 

8 

Cheese 

• • 

0 0 0 

19. 

4 

Flour 

MM 

0 0 0 

3. 

0 

Breakfast  Cereals 

0 • 

00  0 

2. 

10 

Cake 

0 0 

0 0 0 

3. 

8 

Marshma 1 lows 

0 • 

0 0 0 

198. 

0 

Dried  Fruit 

0 0 

0 00 

30. 

0 

Sauce  (53  bottles) 

• 0 

0 0 0 

106. 

0 

2,702 


12 
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( vi ) MILK  AND  DAIRIES  : 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the  Borough  Public 
Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the  following  administrative  duties 

(a)  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Distributive  trade 
other  than  Producer-Retailers. 

(b)  Control  by  Licence  of  the  sale  of  milk  bearing 
Special  Designations. 

(c)  Provision  with  regard  to  the  Infection  of  milk  from 
human  infectious  diseases  and  from  certain  diseases 
of  bovine  origin. 

(d)  The  prevention  of  the  sale  of  milk  from  animals  infected 
by  Tuberculosis  and  other  specified  conditions, 

22  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  the  detection  of  tubercle.  20  were  Negative,  and  2 
Inconclusive. 

The  number  of  Dairies  In  the  Borough  under  local  supervision  is 

now  17. 

The  following  Licences  were  issued  to  sell  milk  under  Special 

Designations 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  II 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  I 

It  is  to  be  the  national  policy  eventually  to  ensure  that  all  milk 
Is  "Designated"  or  "Heat  Treated."  Meanwhile,  our  best  local  contribution  to 
a "safe"  milk  supply  is  the  regular  sampling  from  all  Producers,  for  biological 
examinations,  I.e.,  to  ensure  that  milk  is  free  from  Tuberculosis. 
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(vii)  WATER  SUPPLIES  : 

The  mains  water  supply  for  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple  is  satisfactory, 
both  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  weekly,  and  the  water  is 
chlorinated. 

The  sample  of  well  water  adversely  reported  on  in  a previous  table  was 
taken  from  a proposed  site  for  a dwelling  house  where  mains  water  is  not  available; 
the  erection  of  the  house  has  not  been  proceeded  with. 

(vii i)  RODENT  DISINFESTATION  : 

This  work  continues,  with  a part-time  operator,  and  infestations  are 
positively  decreasing.  This  Is  partly  due  to  continued  use  of  the  new  poison 
"Warfarin,"  a discovery  which  ranks  with  D.D.T.  as  a weapon  against  vermin. 

A full-scale  treatment  of  the  Borough  sewerage  system  was  carried  out 
in  February  and  March  of  this  year,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  & Fisheries,  and  with  the  transport  and  additional  labour  loaned  by 
the  Borough  Surveyor. 

(Ix)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION  : 

Investigations  made  concerning  Infectious 
Disease  Cases  and  Contacts :- 

Po! iomyel itls  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  10 

12 


Disinfections  carried  out  :- 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  8 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  ...  ...  ...  5 

15 
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(x)  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  J948i 

The  following  tables  show  Inspections,  etc,,  carried  out  during  1953, 


I.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number  on 

Nurabep  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1.  Non-Mechanical  Factories 

31 

r 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Mechanical  Factories 

144 

170 

3 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  (excluding  Out 
workers  premises) 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

179 

198 

3 

Nil 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

Number  of 
Ca§es  In 
which 

Prosecutions 

inldtuted 

Premises 

Found 

stsr 

Referred 
to  H.  M. 
Inspector 

! Referred 
by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ,,, 
Overcrowding  ... 
Unreasonable  temperature  ... 
Inadequate  ventilation  ... 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  - 

1 

i 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

13 

• 0 

I 

Other  offences 

(not  relating  to  Home  Work) 

8 

. 5 

1 

I 

Total 

22 



16 

, 

2 

Nil 

OUTWORK 
Section  110 

Section 

lit 

Nature  of 
Work 

Number 

of 

Outworkers] 

August 

Number  of 
Cases  of 

Default  In 

S??sd*s"9 

Number  gf 
Prosecutions 
for  fa  l lure 

to  ?f& 

Number  of 
Instances 
work  I n 
unwhole- 
s<jme 

premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel 

- Making 

93 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nl  1 

Lace  Curtains  and 

Nets 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tota  1 

105 

- 

Nit 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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(xi)  PETROLEUM  AND  EXPLOSIVES  ACT. 


The  following  storage  licences  were  granted  under  the  Petroleum 

Act,  1928 


Petroleum  Spirit  ...  ... 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium 
Petroleum  Spirit  and  Crude  Benzol  ... 
Petroleum  Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixtures 
Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  ... 

Petroleum  Mixtures  and  Carbide  of  Calcium 


60 

2 

I 

8 

5 

1 

77 


The  quantities  stored  are  as  follows 


Petroleum  Spirit 
Carbide  of  Calcium 
Crude  Benzol 
Petroleum  Mixtures 


279,146  gallons 
1,016  lbs. 
3,800  gal  Ions 
1,472  gallons 


The  amount  .of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the  above 
Licences  was  £57.15.  0. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage  of  Mixed 
Explosives  was  33. 
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THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A DETAILED  LIST  OF  SANITARY  OPERATIONS 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


Publ ic 
Hea I th 
Act 

Food 

<§ 

Drugs 

Act 

Milk  & 
Dairies 
and 
Meat 
Regs. 

Factories 

Act 

Hqus-  > 

<ng  1 

Act 

New  sets  of  house  drains  laid 

16 

_ 

Drains  repaired  ... 

29 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Drains  cleared  ... 

47 

- 

- 

1 

- 

New  soil  pipes  fixed  ... 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

New  interceptors  fixed  ... 

9 

1 

- 

1 

- 

New  vent  pipes  provided  ... 

13 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

New  inspection  chambers  built 

16 

2 

- 

1 

- 

New  gullies  fixed  ... 

10 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Additional  W.C.'s  provided 

8 

1 

- 

4 

- 

W.C. 's  repaired  ... 

3 

- 

- 

l 

- 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ... 

21 

3 

- 

5 

- 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided 

12 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Rain  pipes  repaired  ... 

7 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Plaster  repaired  Internal 

8 

I 

- 

- 

- 

External 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

New  Windows  fixed  ... 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Floors  renewed  and  repaired 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Floors  drained  ... 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Washing  facilities  provided 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Houses  demolished  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Houses  closed  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dampness  remedied  ... 

12 

•* 

- 

- 

- 

Kitchen  stoves  repaired  ... 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
Guttering  renewed  or 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

repaired 

8 

I 

1 

• 

Table  continued  on  Page  25 
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Detailed  List  of  Sanitary  Operations  carried  out  during  the  year  1953  continued. 


w 

— 

Food 

& 

Mijk.S 

Dairies 

and 

Meat 

Regs. 

Factories 

Act 

1 

Hgus- 

ing 

Act 

Yards  paved  ... 

1 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

Bins  provided  ... 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rooms  cleansed  ... 

- 

9 

- 

1 

- 

Articles  of  clothing  cleansed 
Smoked  and  water  tests  applied 

2 

— 

- 

to  drains  ... 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Premises  where  nuisances  abated 
Vermin  and  other  pests 

146 

— 

— 

— 

eradicated 

45 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Doors  repaired  ... 

- 

- 

- 

I 

- 

Staircases  repaired  or  renewed 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Walls  repaired  ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Water  supply  Improved  ... 

Food  protected  fpom 

I 

I 

*• 

contamination 

4 

II 

- 

- 

- 

Cooling  apparatus  provided 
Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire 

— 

I 

— 

** 

improved 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

New  scullery  sinks  provided 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sink  Waste  pipes  fixed  ... 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Merchandise  Marks  Act  ... 

- 

30 

- 

- 

- 

Miscellaneous  ... 

! 

3 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  «&c. 


Visits  made  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

4,331 

Houses  Inspected,  Public  Health  Act 

• • • 

• • • 

421 

Revisits  ...  ... 

000 

400 

472 

Visits  to  slaughterhouse  and  butchers 

• shops 

00  0 

1,680 

Food  preparing  premises  ... 

4 0 4 

59 

Other  food  shops  ...  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

260 

Bakehouses  ...  ... 

• • • 

0 00 

13 

Milk  Vehicles  (Including  Sampling) 

• • * 

4 0 4 

16 

Dairies  ...  ... 

• 0 • 

0 0 4 

13 

Ice  Cream  premises  ... 

0 0 4 

• •• 

101 

Piggeries  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

• • • 

20 

Factories  ...  ... 

0 4 0 

• • • 

198 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ... 

0 0 4 

- 

Outworkers'  premises  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0 4 

93 

Rodent  control  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0 4 

74 

Refuse  tip  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

255 

Depot  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

0 00 

28 

Camping  sites  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ... 

• 0 

0 0 0 

I 

Shops  and  Offices  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

04  0 

14 

Petroleum  storage  ...  ... 

0 0 0 

0 04 

7 

Infectious  Disease  Investigation 

4-0  0 

0 0 4 

22 

Miscellaneous  Letters  written 

00  4 

04  4 

69 

Informal  Notices,  Public  Health  Act 

0 0 0 

0 0 4 

65 

" " (Secondary)  Public 

Health  Act 

0 44 

24 

11  " Factories  ... 

• • • 

0 0-0 

3 

Verbal  Notices  ... 

• • • 

0 0 0 

172 

I am  grateful  to  all  Members  and  Officials  of  the  Corporation  for 
their  courtesy  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year;  my  special  thanks  are  due 
to  Mr.  F.  V.  Pye  and  Miss  E.  M.  Fennell  for  their  willing  and  conscientious 
services  at  all  times:  the  many  and  varied  duties  of  the  Department  often 

call  for  the  exercise  of  courtesy  and  tact  of  the  highest  order,  and  both 
these  officers  have  discharged  all  their  duties  admirably. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  RODGERS, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


